
 

 
 
  

 
 

August 15, 2021 
 
City Commissioners 
City of Lawrence 
6 E. 6th Street 
Lawrence KS 66044     (VIA EMAIL) 
 
RE:  Atchison Creek Trail 
 
Dear Mayor Finkeldei and members of the Lawrence City Commission, 
 
On behalf of the Healthy Built Environment Work Group of LiveWell Douglas County, I am submitting 
this letter of support for the Atchison Creek Trail. Specifically, we are interested in supporting 
collaborative efforts between the City of Lawrence, KU Endowment Association, and Evergy Inc. to 
construct a bicycle track from West 19th Street to Bob Billings Parkway at Lawrence Avenue. This project 
was the subject of a CIP proposal submitted to the city on February 28, 2021, by the Sustainability 
Action Network. 
 
This is a timely opportunity to take advantage of Evergy’s anticipated construction of a new-substation 
and other associated improvements in 2022-2023 as well as the potential to leverage funding through a 
possible cost-sharing arrangement between the city, KU Endowment, and Evergy. Requesting that KU 
Endowment contribute funding seems reasonable, considering the bikeway will be their asset on their 
property.  
 
The design of the substation project could impact the ability to build the cycle track as envisioned by 
Sustainability Action Network, (and that is included in “Lawrence Bikes,” the bikeway plan approved by 
the Lawrence City Commission), making it imperative that the City entertain discussions with Evergy as 
soon as possible. 
 
It is possible that the city’s share of funds for this project could be allocated from the Sidewalk/Bike/Ped 
Improvements Project Fund (MS-22-8000) or other funds. We recognize that this project is not currently 
on the proposed list of Sidewalk/Bike/Ped projects for the 2022-2026 CIP under consideration by the 
Multimodal Transportation Commission MMTC), but we believe that the timely nature of this 
opportunity may warrant examination by the MMTC and the City of Lawrence. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dot Nary, Chair, Healthy Built Environment Workgroup  
cc: Pat Collette, MMTC Chair 
      Craig Owens, City Manager  


